Postoperative tension pneumocephalus.
Postoperative tension pneumocephalus, a serious complication, requires early diagnosis and treatment. This article presents the anatomy, physiology, and pathophysiology of postoperative tension pneumocephalus. Nursing implications pertinent to identification, assessment, and collaboration in the diagnosis and treatment of tension pneumocephalus are discussed. An unusual method of treatment involving the use of bilateral subarachnoid screws is presented. Three cases are reviewed to illustrate the efficacy of this treatment modality, which, in some instances, may avoid a second intracranial operative procedure. The advantages of collaboration among neuroscience nurses and neurosurgeons on technical aspects of treatment are identified.